&,

B GENMTLEST ART Sccond and Ty Yoar Issue 7 _ JANUARY 1941,

Stiil D. Webster, S£i11 "Tdlewild", Fountainhall Road, Aberdeen, St111 kecping well,

thank you. Still...in need..,of material,
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Tetc-a-tete, A musical number this time, mesecmeth, And you'd be surpriscd if you
Tmow o what lengths my fow correspondents will go when they start arguing; which means
that the oxtracts are going to be 1 on g . Iow comments roccived; ncnc azc far on
Rapatyzy! s teaser, tho rest of which will thus appear next month; dittc Suith remarks,

which 1 2xect tc arrvive the day after I findsn stoneilling this, ...T7lash on, to---

JOEN ¥, BURKE, werld-renovned clarinettist, litteratcur aupremc, dabbler in all the arts:
oy colicoticn of verbiage was good, though I fizzled ovor onc ol twe things,

T
/Tant makes “hom bed, 011‘_?_7 You may put my romerlks on ‘our degencrate homolend iu 1F vou
4 T ingist on a fow caments on the subjcot-of Jazz., Dave tallea tho usuai sl
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T sncund think ne weould proveoke a laugh from the most ignorant when he talke of thw
wsl sizditcance of swing, &, in the same letter, mentions the things that 3cxishin e
L £ %o hig spiae, The L,R, 4.M. points out hig fallacies very well; but males o Had
gneralisosion - “the uge of Jazz is functional',  Vhile admitting that Jezz wiwlid neve:
have lessed in The world of popular entertainment but. for the fact that it provided o
newr Kind ¢f dancing alser the last war, snd. that swing has’ cnjoyed/ sufifered its beoom
bocause of those peeculiar beinpgs, the jitterbugs, there must be more in swing than thet,
cloe vhy should so many non-dancers lilie mysoll be-so interested? Dave'!s remaxic abouts
technical flashiness is siily -~ some years ago I_wrote him several letters from Rye on
that schject, but he's still as dense as ever, /Rye: vhere lives the Burkish grend-
mothex, Burlkisch arendson has oft spept his holidays thero, while Davo takes o fiendish
delight in shocking her vith letters addresscd to "Johmyy Scbastion Iudvig van Burke',
"Jeachmaker Burke!t, "Joha Contaur Burke" &e./ Te greatist figures in Jozz have net boo:
tecimicions, addie Lrong could not iead guitar music, but his appealing molodies will
live a lot longer then Djmngo Reinhardits flashy nonsense (the Hot Club, of cowrse).
Bamny Goodman is a greator tochndcian than the late Teschmaker, but Tesoch made mucic that
can 8till move me moro deeply than anything else in jazz, or most other kinds of music.,
Not sexuelly, not in the Jitterbug manner, but with o reverence for the qualities of his
phrasing & ideas, not to mention the vroverblal Toschmaker tone, Techrnical btrilliance
makes for bad Jasz: a man who is a good technician will be tampted - and will usually
succunt - to £1LL in his off-moments with a lot of showy stull thet destroys the Lfomsa of
his pleying. The instrumentallist vith little teochnique beyond tho primary requirements
will be forced 1o rely on his inspiration and the quality of his musiocal invention, Too
many nctes ver har nave nroduced the slick, nolsy, over-oxuberant "swing" musicien, wns
wili die out & ceuass to be long beloro the little onthusiasts in honlky-touks or small
heils have exhaunted their powors of musical oreatlon., Jazz is of value to me because
of ita vade possibiiities for improvisation, Tho bounds of o popular = or cld, wilknowm
g’ g aeaacnics provide the ncoessary disecipline & provide the player vith his oacl-
grewsd, & ther he has Cveodom ( and freedom is nLot licence) to produce the music thut is
SAer N I he had to descond to loud noises & fast passages without any meaning. -
revoels hils own: druslncerdty., Swring, thanls heavens, lu dying. It goave us sema sood
thing T othe good thinga woro nearly all tho old, true jazz that had got nixed w in
the eathusiagy & given o kad neme; quite often, along with all the Junk. Goodmoun is o
ppadeing 2xamle of Doth sides of the quostion, A sensitive artist, brought wp va dhe
pho swvsr-boats An the company of negroes & the great vhite musioieng of the onuly
W pez provided some really beantiiul jazz, beth in his young days & vosontliz, aven
bhand yan the Ho, & oheace of the Jitierbuss, It is inorediblo thai tae jen who
hat brocthtodigty boavtifol "Sumeday Swcothoart" could produce such raals noa-
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twe things, & we had six montha or so with his early band when he praduced good music and
got pald for it. "Blue Skies", "Devil and the Deep", &, surprizingly, that pop tune
'Gcodv Goody", were all perfect records, & we shall never forget the quiet, intimate music
of the Goodman trio and one or two of the Juartet rccords, Hwving alsc gave us Bob Crosby
wA4h his resuscitation of the old DixicIand stylc adapted to a modern, full-sized band.
Thc, succens of this venturc was amazing, Now flashincss, drun—breaks, & "novelties"
like bess~and-drums ducts arc creeping in, tut that appetising mixturce of carcfrec impro-
visaticr & modern tondl & rhythmical perfection gave us "Royal Gardon Blucs®, "Sugar Foot
Stomp", and an impressive listy of other dressed-up old-timers,  Zven vhen ke reachod the
stage of %ho intricate "Yancey Special® Crosby was producing good music," * * In totween
pars, comes the ponned advice to "Read 'Young lian with a Horn! by Dorothy Baker, an ox-
wellient novel bascd on the 1ifc of the late Bix Bediderbecke," | All right, you rcad it -
I've get one, tvwo....ten bocks on the shelf just now, Gracious, I don!'t telieve that -
it's not possitlc. Might as well finish off JIB, though—--"I've probably boen quite
unintelligibic for mcst of the time Lﬁ,marl"o.'bl v intel lirmblo, but romarkably longnj too 7
b»n, pc,o,,.-o sccn to harbout merc misapprchensions about swing than about ary{,mro clec,
e quo rhythnic appeal, don't matter all that much, Jazz was orlgln"—*.'ll;‘ olk music,
rost Jozz still rotains the simpliicity & sincerity of folk nmsic, I? Jezz had
agiven thc world nothing morce than the 12+bar biucs it would still have loft o norlo
legosy, ! so0eToo tived to make any comments just now — moy after Dave Mellweain's 4-
page (5voi) views on thc gsamc asutjoct, vhich differ merely in saying Domm jazz, Up swing.
Tn thiz resper$, 1t should be neted that vhile I like long letters (snickers from my om-
perienced correapondents;, it would be dify loult to it into twc sheets the above 4 pAgBE
+ ot least ancther one from JFB 4 ditto from DRS + from RAI some four on matters psychic
& remarks on dmith's pory mind, So - Ramgatzy % lisIlwain next time, and now--—~
D, R. SIITH LOCKS RCUND HI & FIVDS, ,Fentasy — Enemy of Peaoe, "I have been wondering of
laic vhat can be the real reason for my not being a paciifiet, Examined in the light of
roason therec is little to oommend war as a state of lntermational affairs, the high deg-
rec of diswomfort suffered by tho individual is hardly compensated by tho Wilotzsohean
thoory that he will, if he survives, bec a better man than tefore, The coroclusior of any
onc round of hostilitics naturally causcs a spesa of oxtreme happinces, similar to that
achioved by tho lunatic banging his head against thc wall in order to sample tho dolight
of ocesing® tc do so, but afterwards comes that lengthy period of vast oenfusion whilo tho
nations wait for the ncxt cutbreak of active belligeronoy, In wartimoe therc is, of
goursc, a great impotus given teo invention owing to the vast funds mado available for the
purpose, but the things that arc invernied arc sirngularly uszeless, whilc the progross of
useful worlk is retarded on the govermment'!s theory thet it is better to koop men idlo
than allow them to make things vhioh cannot help in any way the "elimination of eonemy
persornel’. * * * As g logloally minded porssn, then, I ought to be againat war (and when
I say war I mean war in peneral, not she particular enc at present in prorfre:za). T
am to bte henest enoush though, I cannot say that there 1s anything repugnant to me in the
idea of fighting, either between individuals or rations, always provided I am nct plased
in a pesition of denger myself, For I am rot a belligerent person by nature cr trainingz
tut & sound belisver %0 3he soft answer to wrath, & have taken care nct to hit anyone near
my cwn size since o youthful encounter demonstrated the imprudence of such a ceursc of
aotion. Iy naturc i3 a sensitive ore & greatly affected by the prospeot of danger to my
porscr, so that it is strange indecd that I cannot violently despise war, The wvhele
thing points tc my Ttoing affectod by some malignant irnfluence, * % Yhich influeroe is
obviously fentasy, I4 is difficult to call to mind an outstanding fantasy not built up
on on¢ or all of the ideals of battle, murder & suddon death, oeccasionally in disguise
porhaps, but basically deponding or that great triumvirate., All the really dmportant
stories arc built up on the thame of war, & major war at that, and the bettor the war,
the mere widely is the story acclaimed, Campbcll, Snith, Morriti, Howard, Taine & the
reet of them fonmn tho bloodiest-minded clique of authors in any onc branch of fiction,
Wells started vith a fow timid murders, worled on to massaores & soon ococuld not write a
fontasy on any othor themc but Amageddon, whilo Stapledon's name is revered for a
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colossal compilation of successive amihilaticns of humanity. The red gods of war never
had . stronger propagendists than the w‘fite__rs of fantaszy, vho present war in a most appeal-
ing light, prevented by the sensitivity of their, readers from beinz realistic -~ remembexr
¥he howl thet arose about Black Len Sulliver? /for our mere illiterate comrades:  BLG -
a perfectly chaming pirate in WCIIDER of about '56l; authors - first a gent called HoDer-
mott, then lMcD. & P. Schuyrler ]i’lllerj It is nc ‘wonder that such an ardent follower <f
fantasy as myself shouid be unable to view war from the rational aspect, The omly tning
that science-fiction teaches us is that seience is only useful as a-way to bigger 2
belter wars, the rest of fantasy preaches the joys of slashing about vith swords & other
lethal weepons., And this is the "Iiteraturc of the Ffuture"! I shall think twice before
alloving myself to be projected into such a future by the first time-machine inventoxr."
Bacl: tp Burke: I micht guestior your statement that DHL ﬁ‘ut-—tut , fancy you not lnowing
L stands for Lawrence, J would te stumped were he confronted by a psychopathological
case, Yhile he might not lmow the correct technical phrascology, DHL would Imow inst—
inctively the faults of tho casc, & would probahly be able to explain it much bebter than
+he specialiist using his over-involved jargor. The magic & mysticism of yesterday is
the science of todey, Scicence says only the same things as the magician of yesterday
but with a different set of teims, & I doubt very much whoether thoy arc making things any
clearer by the use of such tcms; in many oascs the man in the strect (always providing
that alaming creaturc really exists) would probably be able tc understand things muoch
casicr phrased in the language of instinet, supcrstition & mysticism than in the involv-
o technicalitics of thc scientist. Tinstein is no different from Buddha, Confucius

& Pascal, save that it is doubtful if he understands fundamentals as well as they did."
Bricf interviow with R@L: "Onc of the last things stf,fans quarrcl over is books!i™"
D,WELSTER: "This is part of an argument on DHL, lecading tc Scicntific Philosophors vs,
on-Scicntific oncs, 2 I started off by saying that in the past the mystics had alweys
get oxocllont results,  But with the above par, I disagrce, Johmy's:!technicalitics!
arc probably tho sort of thing like Zddison's "Naturc of tho Physical Vorld", which is
hardly moant for cur vile man in the strect, Wo, DHL would bc stumped Ty - e ncurosis,

a pgychosis, a schizophrcno; he might comc to an inmmediate plen of action (af%or half-
an-hour's study of the casc lils proccdurc might be diamctrically opposito) . but onc could
hardly havc confidence in him,  liany rcadoers will have road froud's twe Pclioan books
(bed ihtroductions tc the suljoct, by the wey) — can thoy imegine Lawrcnco solwving meny
of Frcudts cascs? Orgleor's "Alfrced Adler" or any of Adlor's tooks will cito dozons of
cascs which would lcave DHI dithering; oven a general book like Cattoll's "Your HMind &
Minc" will shew you how wunsurc DHL would be if dealing with somcbody clso!s mind, not his
oyn, (L‘ﬂ.ci_dcn‘ually, if anyonc is fecling short of rcading matter & intcrosted in mind-
workings, hc may havc any of the above on loan just by asking; or any of a dozen others.,
RICHARD G, IMEDIURET, back in Iondon. for Chrisitmas vacation, shculd stir up thought among
teoth the "hard-headed little !scicntific materialists' & the lefty if rather tonuous
mystigs!, who between them make up the larger part of fandom. Thoro oxist, in Lam-
bridge, branches of the "Christian Spiritualist Chureh" & the "National Spititualist

. Church". Onc of thar holds "sorvices" in what appcars to bo a sort of converted barm:
tho other in a room over a cincma. They aro largely supported, my dear comrade later-
ialists, by crodulous &, no doubt, supcrstitious old ladics. A "mediwm" is omployed by
cach., Of the mediuwns I have heard so far, cnc gives "trancc" addrosscs in which the
cspirits of the departed arc described, by somc sort of colourcd "guide", as wendering
around in Grocian rohes, Nothing so subtlc as your pilc of assortod astral plancs, my
dear Comrade ifystics. Mo %Words of Powor, nonc of thc decper nysterios of your Qoccultism
Somotimes the geod lady mediwa forgets her accent in the middlc of her address,.., An-
other of thesc mediums recled off a sort of pop~taelk, full of long words memoriscd
charlatan~-wisc to dazzlc an uwnlcarmed audicnoe, In addition to the addrcsscs, thesc
mediums also give cxhibitions of'clairvoyance", which oxpression they use not in the
seelct sensc, but to denotc a sort of glorificd fortuno-telling, combined with descriptio
of fricnds and rclatives from the spirit-world. dNow, the higher ocoultism is all vory
well in Morritt yarns, but in practicc most of the analysoble claims, liko Astrology,




+h ".a \'“:'_“nrﬂ- uE thesc obscurc little spiritualists
G consideriy g Joining one of these churchés to in -
RECST T A tn:‘-_z... my maserialistic fans, have you any remarks. to
v oage, Richy ; TeNa. u:s wonld entail them thinkine, Never.,never
thing wo woils on, X mi"flr give you a uxhiy typical ocase, The medium
A SRt oA : tence, the spirit of an clderly gentleman whoe
P an wmarelia. licant nothing ta the blcke in the audience. She oo
feethor, Tovr mere iaformasicin Finally it came cut’that the old gentleman us
50 pant thu Acshool walch thig blake atwended, wihen very young, & apparently he & some
: 1 Yothat uncouth gonus, th Common Schoolboy, uscd to jeer at the old gont.
Fo R aamtec e Syl wanted %o say that all was forgiven & forgetten, * *
tha ahety are so susecssful,....But T am preparcd to say that the perocntago of
v scesses e wildly above chenco,  Mysolf, I prefer an "impossibility" to an
N Jnmrn’w..,.LJ Lty any Qayi® < 0 '
n fature, Yhis thing 1o going to be called "JiBurke Zays", He's at it again! ---
MACL T say that the Briwish race was the most concelted & decadent on earth? Tush.
How hasty ofims Howaver, .., .o Connolly, in the Novenmbor HORIZON, says quite rightly
that he u’.ﬂe: noverty of the oultural impulse in the Z&nplro oarmet be too lamented",
B;*‘:.a'*" Ghow /Gaverul vith thot shallow thinker Shaw - he's not in favour just no_\_r7 80yS
Nt 1';:'_J.em. do not% desorve to have great men', /I Imow = you're pgoing tec tell mo nexi
toat Suidh & Burks are ucko‘c"nenj Both these are true, & both tie ¥p rather well., It
aliould oe obvious that ry criticiams depend on my own viewpoints, which place most Lmpor
Tanss o the argistic standards of life, Politics arc artificial, something not inherc:
in man,  ard, literature, music, the oxpression of his soul, arce all natural, % ossential
o 2ooe in the world isg so contemptuous of inteollcot as tho British, llo reco has por-
savu;od e greas mon so reguleriy 4 unsparingly,  Vhon "demooracy" bocame a catch-phrar
& poopile were supnosced to be allowed thoir ovm opinions, the trick became more subtle;
:».*'-" paldsyr, derigion, and abuso werc pourod on thoso wvho Clarocu to have unoxthodox opinions.. . -
Ifeoe speech" in chis coumtry means tho frocdom of the immorant: to abuse tho intellizont,
* R R Geelloy was moro or lcss driven from tho cowntry by tho Lehaviour of his countiy-
men,  Lawronos wan porsccutod as o Germen gpy, bamoed boecsusc he actually dared to
puggest that love 1o nv e thaa dwo angols holding hands, His private lottors werc
suizncd ‘r\y BiL "nu'.‘ son oy degpite hig groat Jovo for this cowtry as a country, ho hed
%o g abrpad te Sind aaytitds u_pproaomm; dvount living, * ® * Tho sphores in which_tho
D':.:.'.::..r,.m caeOl aru. ol searse, fishing & ogbonding w vhion thoy sco tho Unlon Jaok, fl‘his
i i natinm point,  WAlL as ey peopic as posgible ploasoc drop me a noto, or
% rowaihang, suying vhether o hed ~ be honost now - thoy have ovor expor- !
aoed. (on adweze omasvionou) an impuise to sit dovm whon "God Savo Tho King" is playcd,
n°a, | sompally, woat ig - vou nover stand wp in tho midat:of femily or a fow
kuan tpon s ae Iode, I Lind mothing admirablo in the "mover say adio"
toan sosicsged Ty my sowmtrymon. I wo "nover lmow whon wo!re beaton',
O Pl g, Cur politicrans arce moro intercstod In their priveto livos
_ thede dened £log whan in roal poacc, ond wo arc atill sufforing from
s of the goneration that handiod thoe Boor Wer, Cur ¥ronch mastor at sohool
For veLth Vi T over ot on voll / who on.,.y ono vho- am‘ood vilth you?
L -‘-":fz:;jj:. v dmarane that forclignors boliuvo in'our maxims abdut an! Bnp;lishman‘
word, bis henowr, Dns coivrogoe ond all tho rost of ity no-oio ebroad balioves in such
things at all, Lodenitomyesld)  thore mey no raoccs vworsc, but I happon to be living in
i ‘“(A ile of dho Dagideh,. T oseo Shode pebldnoss, tholr mosmnoss, & above all, thoir
soanoss do anydindng boyend football (sorry, not meaning you), toor, and
e rare S gnding ko ‘Hu.x“ » who, wo aro assurcd, hes always boon tho

sCan T2 haws o oaten I mhemy,
S

waed me that T oo
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too doye off Abbila, wo are facing o race that has produced Goothe, ifietzscho,
KA, v inio Ze _}3'.};;1'"70'* on.. Wognor.. Thunss Mamng ..,.f‘l]l in tho rost yourself," v o0 s NOVIS
Jou wiil have Gloapgraocd with much of +ho.u. a apprc:( iato 1t if you would go ovor it

as m,thuv r&. 20T Ju e wlhy: you di.sagrau, hw most weeont lottor, JIB says "lAgroo com-

Ll FOUr views on kritish puop'io sxe you shy of oon’cradlctn.ng two such noble
\-'.rar':;r..'-.u.,' % or aad, Triends; 1ao very best of Juck & a Happy Nowr Year,,,....DdoublalU,
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